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Mark Your  

Calendar 

 Popcorn will be for 

sale each Tuesday 

and Thursday at 

first break. 

 Mon., Jan. 9th—first 

day back 

 Thurs., Jan. 12th— 

Grade 7 Immuniza-

tion 

 Fri., Jan. 20th—P.A. 

Day—no school for 

students 

 Thurs., Feb. 2nd—

Kindergarten Open 

House 
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Happy New Year and welcome to 2017!  I trust that all students and staff had an enjoya-
ble holiday break and are raring to go. 

I offer my congratulations to all students for their wonderful presentations of various 
forms of art at our Evening of the Arts.  It was so wonderful to see a large crowd at this 
event!  A big thank you goes out to all staff  and students for their excellent efforts in 
producing such fine work.   

I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to all staff, students and parents who 
supported our fund-raising initiative for Community Care.  Thanks for demonstrating 
that the Grapeview community is a caring one! 

The next few weeks will be busy for students as teachers gather final marks for report 
cards.  We thank you in advance for ensuring your child(ren) is punctual and in attend-
ance on a daily basis. 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns.  

Shelley Fehrman,  Principal 

Message from the Office 

Breakfast Club is 

r u n n i n g  e a c h 

morning. If you are 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n 

vol unt ee r in g t o 

supervise from 8:15-

8:40 AM  please 

contact Ms. Veld at 

the school. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

In order to help save our planet earth and cut down on paper use we don’t hand out paper copies of our newsletter.  
You will be able to find our monthly newsletters and calendars on-line at our Grapeview website http://
grapeview.dsbn.org/.   If for  some reason you are unable to access the internet from home  your  child may pick 
up a paper copy from the office. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW VICE-PRINCIPAL 

Hello Grapeview Community!  My name is Kara Veld and I am thrilled to join the 

Grapeview team as Vice Principal starting this January 9th 2017.  I am looking for-

ward to getting to know the students and families in our school community over the 

course of the next few months.  While I am going through that process I would like to 

share a few things about myself with all of you.  I have been an educator with the 

DSBN for 16 years.  I have worked at both large and small schools and have also had 

the opportunity to work outside and teach outdoor education.  My experiences have 

allowed me to teach all age groups and grades from Kindergarten through to grade 

12!  Through my years of teaching and working in education I have developed a pas-

sion for building strong relationships within the school and the school community 

and I am so excited to bring that passion to Grapeview.  Relationships bring us to-

gether as a learning community and allow us to support student learning from every 

aspect. I look forward to connecting with you at every opportunity and please do not 

hesitate to drop by my office and visit, stop me in the hall to chat or send me an 

email (kara.veld@dsbn.org).  I am so excited to start off 2017 as a Grapeview 

Gryphon!   
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Scholastic Book Fair was a Success 
A great big thank you goes out to the Grapeview Community for 
their outstanding support of the Book Fair.  The money raised 
will be used to purchase coding equipment for the students at 
Grapeview.  Again. many thanks for your continued support.  
Thanks to Mr. Armstrong for providing this opportunity for our 
students. 

Grapeview School Council 

Next Meeting is Tuesday, February 28th at 6:00pm in the Learning Commons! 

All Parents and Community Members are welcome!! 
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WINTER PLAYGROUND SAFETY 

One of the many pleasures of living in Canada is enjoying the wonderful winter weather.  As it is important for students to spend 
some time outside each day exercising and socializing with their peers, going outside for fitness breaks will be the rule, rather 
than the exception. There are times, however,  when bitterly cold temperatures and other inclement weather conditions require 
that we keep children inside.  The decision whether or not to hold fitness breaks outdoors is made by the individual school. 

 

Here are a few tips to help ensure that your child stays warm during the cold winter months: 

• send children to school with plenty of layers, such as long underwear, sweatshirts, sweaters and pullovers. Layering their cloth-
ing will allow them to add or remove items, depending on the weather. 

• Students should have a warm winter coat that repels the snow, sleet and rain, while blocking the wind. 

• Warm socks and boots will keep their feet warm and dry in the snow and slush. 

• Hats are one of the most important parts of dressing warmly in the winter. A thick winter hat will keep students from losing too 
much of that essential body heat. 

• Put on a good pair of gloves or mittens that are water-resistant as well. These will keep kids’ hands toasty warm and protect 
their skin from becoming damaged by the wind and chill. 

 

As the safety of all children is most important to us, please be aware of the following playground rules for the winter season: 

 NO SNOWBALL THROWING. 

 NO KICKING SNOW OR “SNOWING” STUDENTS. 

 NO SLIDING ON THE ICE. 

Please be advised that students engaging in these types of activities will be referred to the office. 

 

If you have any questions about our inclement weather procedures, please contact the school. 

 

Cold Weather Alerts at DSBN 

Because Niagara is such a large geographical area, and weather conditions may vary from one municipali-
ty to the next, the decision whether or not to hold fitness break outdoors is made by the individual school 
principal.  The health and well-being of our students is a top priority at the District School Board of Niagara, 
and if it is determined that the weather conditions pose a risk to their safety, students will be kept indoors.  

 

When an extreme cold weather alert is issued by the Niagara Region, everyone must ensure that they are 
dressed appropriately for the cold weather.  These alerts do not necessarily mean that students will stay 
inside, however, the temperature will be monitored before a decision is made.  If the decision to send chil-
dren outside is made, the principal will equip yard supervision staff with walkie-talkies so that they can 
communicate with the office to sound the bells to bring students in earlier. 

 

If you have any questions about our inclement weather procedures, please visit our website www.dsbn.org, 
or contact the principal. 



Page 4                                                               Grapeview Gazette  

FRENCH IMMERSION AT THE DSBN 

The French Immersion program offered at Jeanne Sauve French Immersion Public School is open to all 

students in Senior Kindergarten.  If you want your child to develop a high proficiency and fluency in Cana-

da’s two official languages, French Immersion has a great deal to offer.   

FEATURES OF THE FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM: 

Development of French language skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing from Grades one 

to twelve; 

Designed to be a second-language program for children whose first language is NOT French; 

Current enrolment of over 2,000 elementary students; 

Certificate of French Immersion Studies awarded upon successful completion of the elementary and 

secondary immersion programs; 

Promoting understanding of different cultures; 

Providing additional opportunities for employment using French as the working language; 

An increased ability to communicate and interact with confidence in French. 

Registration will open January 9th, 2017 

For more information about French Immersion in the District School Board of Niagara 

visit www.dsbn.org/fi or speak to your school principal.   

A Parent Information evening will be held on Wednesday, January 11th at  

Jeanne Sauve F.I. Public School from 6:30—7:30 pm. 

Gryphons of Hope 

A group of like-minded students who want to make a difference and empower and encourage others to spread their generos-
ity have formed a group titled Gryphons of Hope. These students 
meet at least once a week to brainstorm ideas on how to help their 
communities. Their first project was to collect warm clothing so that 
children and families could stay warm this winter season. Our 
Grapeview community heard the call and the donations rolled in. 
Not only were we able to give to our Grapeview families, but we 
were also able to give a generous amount to Community Care.  

Making sure our community was warm this winter wasn't enough 
for the Gryphons of Hope. They wanted to do more and so the 
Food Drive became their next project. With the help of our school 
Youth Counselor, the students planned a themed week where each 
day Grapeview was asked to bring in certain items. From Macaroni 
Monday to Wash-up Wednesday, we were overwhelmed by the 
abundance of items that came in . Our students were taught the 
example of teamwork and how putting our hearts together towards 
a common goal can surpass our expectations. A special treat was 
promised to the class that contributed the most towards the Food 
Drive. As the competitive nature of our classes surfaced, it was one 
class that surpassed the rest - congratulations to Mrs. Muir's Grade 
6 class.  

The Gryphons of Hope would like to extend their sincere gratitude 
to all the students, families and teachers who supported both these 
ventures and hopefully, the ones to come.  

http://www.dsbn.org/fi
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The DSBN Academy is a Grade 6 to Grade 12 public school designed to support and empower students to be the 

first in their family to graduate from college or university. 

The faculty and student body are committed to excellence and the belief that, with hard work, they can achieve their 

dreams. Come learn how our unique program prepares students to succeed at college and university and how your 

child can benefit from the opportunities offered at DSBN Academy. All families are invited to attend a parent infor-

mation session in your community. Please see below for dates, times and locations. 

Parent Information Sessions
 

 
 

Admission Requirements 

DSBN Academy recruits and enrolls students from all 13 municipalities within the Niagara Region. Eligible appli-
cants must meet the following requirements, both at the time of application as well as at enrollment: 

Student must be entering Grades 6, 7 or 8 in September.  
Student would be the first in their family to graduate from a college or university program. If a sibling of the stu-

dent has attended a post-secondary institution but the parent(s)/guardian(s) have not, the student is still consid-
ered a First Generation Student. 

Student must be achieving current grade level expectations or just below.  
Student has demonstrated the potential for achieving "good" or "excellent" learning skills, particularly initiative, 

independent work and responsibility.  
Student must be willing to attend a school location that may be out of his/her community. 
Student understands that there is a mandatory after-school program which includes enrichment opportunities and 

academic supports. 
Families must understand that it is a single track pathway beginning in grade 9 (Academic Level Only).  
Families understand that there is a parent engagement requirement of 15 hours each year. 
Applicants must submit a completed application by February 6, 2017. 

January 10, 2017 Harriet Tubman, St. Catharines 6:30 - 7:30pm  

January 12, 2017 Diamond Trail, Welland 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 16, 2017 Valley Way, Niagara Falls 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 19, 2017 McKay, Port Colborne 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 24, 2017 Senator Gibson, Beamsville 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 26, 2017 Peace Bridge, Fort Erie 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 31, 2017 Open House at DSBN Academy 6:30 - 8:00pm 

DSBN ACADEMY 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20th  IS A P.A. DAY —  

THERE IS NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS. 

http://harriettubman.dsbn.org/
http://diamondtrail.dsbn.org/
http://valleyway.dsbn.org/
http://mckay.dsbn.org/
http://senatorgibson.dsbn.org/
http://peacebridge.dsbn.org/
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On Thursday December 8th, Grapeview School host-
ed our Evening of the Arts event. This event show-
cased our students’ learning in the arts throughout 
term one.  Displays of student artwork lined our hall-
ways, video presentations of music, drama and dance 
works were on display in our school gymnasium, and 
several free workshops were offered to our students 
and our families.  
 
We would like to thank all of our students and teach-
ers for their hard work in making the night a success. 
The work that you produced was amazing! We would 
also like to thank all of our parents who helped to 
hang art work in preparation for the event. We could-
n't have done it with out you! Lastly, we would like to 
thank our students and families for joining at the 
Evening of the Arts. It was a pleasure to spend time 
with you before the break and it was very exciting to 
hear how proud our students were of their work!  A 
special thank you goes out to Mrs. Bingham for co-
ordinating this special event. 

Evening of the Arts was a Great Success! 
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