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Mark Your  

Calendar 

 Mon., Feb. 6th-8th Grade 

7/8 Trip to Ottawa 

 Fri., Feb. 10th– Report 

Cards go home  

 Fri., Feb.17th—P.A. 

Day—no school for stu-

dents 

 Mon., Feb. 20th– Family 

Day– no school  

 Tues., Feb. 21st– Grad 

Photo Day 

 Wed., Feb. 22nd– Pink 

Shirt Day 

 Wed., Feb. 22nd– Grades 

5-8 to Scotties Tourna-

ment of Hearts 
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Message from the Office 

Breakfast Club is 

r u n n i n g  e a c h 

morning. If you are 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n 

v o l u n t e e r i n g  t o 

supervise from 8:15-

8:40 AM  please 

contact Ms. Veld at 

the school. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

In order to help save our planet earth and cut down on paper use we don’t hand out paper copies of our newsletter.  

You will be able to find our monthly newsletters and calendars on-line at our Grapeview website http://

grapeview.dsbn.org/.   If for  some reason you are unable to access the internet from home  your  child may pick 

It has been a great month at Grapeview.  We welcomed new kindergarten 

students and families at our Kindergarten  Open House and 

we congratulated Mrs. Thoms, our secretary on her retire-

ment. We wish her well and thank her for all her years of ser-

vice to our school and the District School Board of Niagara. 

 

Your child’s Term 1 report card will be coming home on Friday, February 

10.  This is a great opportunity to ask your child questions about their 

learning.  At school we will also continue to discus successes, next steps 

and goal setting.  If you have any questions or concerns and would like to 

meet with the teacher to discuss the report card, please contact your 

child’s teacher to arrange a meeting.  The bottom portion of pages 3 and 4 

are the student and parent comment section.  Please complete and detach 

this section and return this to the school.  This portion of the report card is 

important documentation that is placed in your child’s school records.  

 

February is another month busy with learning and activities for all of our 

students. Celebrations and learning will continue to be captured on    

Twitter. Please follow @GrapeviewSchool to share in Grapeview Gryphon 

successes.  

FRIDAY, February 17th IS A P.A. DAY  

THERE IS NO SCHOOL FOR  
STUDENTS. 
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This past month has been filled with inquiry and learning at Grapeview. We 
continue to have a focus on mathematics and staff and students have been 
enjoying their learning. Mathematicians use manipulatives or tools to help 
them develop their understanding of concepts. All of our students from Kinder-
garten to Grade 8 have been using the math tool; relational rods (C.  

What are they? 

Relational rods are rectangular solids with related lengths. The smallest rod 
is a 1 cm3 cube. The largest of the 10 rods has a volume of 10 cm3, it is ten 
times as long as the small cube. The lengths of the different coloured rods 
increase incrementally from the smallest size to the largest size. 

How do they help students? 

Relational rods help students visualize mathematical concepts. They are 
used to help students develop understanding fractions and proportional 
reasoning. However there are many ways relational rods can be used in all of the mathematics 
curriculum strands.  

This month both staff and students have played with and explored the use of this math tool. The 
following are pictures of our students and staff learning with this manipulative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you help at home? 

You can make your own relational rods at home. All you need are straws and a ruler. Take your 
straws and cut lengths that are 1 cm, 2 cm, all the way to 10 cm.  You can 
get fancy and find coloured straws or you can use different coloured 
markers and colour your straws to match the relational rods shown 
above.  

 

Once you have made these rods with your child, here are some                  
questions or investigations: 

 Create a structure or design. Hide it from your partner’s view then 
describe it so your partner can build it.  

 Describe the relationship between one purple rod and one dark 
green rod. 

 Mrs. Fehrman represents the fraction two-thirds by placing a red rod on top of a light green 
rod. Use the relational rods and Mrs. Fehrman’s method to build different models of two-
thirds. 

1/2 = 2/4 = 4/8 

8 x 1 = 4 x 2 = 2 x 4 = 1 x 8 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjsytPyxPHRAhUj7YMKHTo2AHYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elementarymatters.com%2F2012_05_01_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNEnfV4KgLhNMv9fKYLBOYSMApT_4A&ust=1486129205559535
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Grapeview Kindergarten Open House 

                  

                                                                     We have many new Gryphons that are excited                         

                                                                         about September!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you Student Ambassadors 

for welcoming our new students  

and their families to Grapeview.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children who will be turning 4 before  December 31, 2017  

are eligible to start Kindergarten in September 2017.  

Please come into the office to register if you have not already.  

 



Math Club 

Starting in January students in Grades 3 

to 6 have been participating in our drop-in 

Math Club. At Math Club students are 

building their spatial awareness as well as 

developing their problem solving skills. We 

are VERY proud of our mathematicians at 

Grapeview.  

Math Club is every Thursday at second 

break and all students in Grades 3 to 6 

are welcome to come to Room 107 with 

their lunch.  

Junior Drop In Basketball 

To help combat the winter blues and a 

mucky field we are running a drop-in 

Junior basketball at second break on 

Tuesdays. Looking forward to seeing 

Grades 4-6 students. Please remember 

to wear your running shoes.  

Intermediate Basketball 

Both the boys’ and girls’ intermediate 

basketball teams are enjoying their sea-

son of basketball. They are learning 

through both practices and games the 

sport of basketball and the value of be-

ing a team player. We look forward to 

hearing about your success and reflec-

tions on the season when it wraps up 

next month.  

Gryphons Are Busy This Winter 
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WINTER PLAYGROUND SAFETY 

One of the many pleasures of living in Canada is enjoying the wonderful winter weather.  As it is important for students to spend 
some time outside each day exercising and socializing with their peers, going outside for fitness breaks will be the rule, rather 
than the exception. There are times, however,  when bitterly cold temperatures and other inclement weather conditions require 
that we keep children inside.  The decision whether or not to hold fitness breaks outdoors is made by the individual school. 

 

Here are a few tips to help ensure that your child stays warm during the cold winter months: 

• send children to school with plenty of layers, such as long underwear, sweatshirts, sweaters and pullovers. Layering their cloth-
ing will allow them to add or remove items, depending on the weather. 

• Students should have a warm winter coat that repels the snow, sleet and rain, while blocking the wind. 

• Warm socks and boots will keep their feet warm and dry in the snow and slush. 

• Hats are one of the most important parts of dressing warmly in the winter. A thick winter hat will keep students from losing too 
much of that essential body heat. 

• Put on a good pair of gloves or mittens that are water-resistant as well. These will keep kids’ hands toasty warm and protect 
their skin from becoming damaged by the wind and chill. 

 

As the safety of all children is most important to us, please be aware of the following playground rules for the winter season: 

 NO SNOWBALL THROWING. 

 NO KICKING SNOW OR “SNOWING” STUDENTS. 

 NO SLIDING ON THE ICE. 

Please be advised that students engaging in these types of activities will be referred to the office. 

 

If you have any questions about our inclement weather procedures, please contact the school. 

Cold Weather Alerts at DSBN 

Because Niagara is such a large geographical area, and weather conditions may vary from one municipali-
ty to the next, the decision whether or not to hold fitness break outdoors is made by the individual school 
principal.  The health and well-being of our students is a top priority at the District School Board of Niagara, 
and if it is determined that the weather conditions pose a risk to their safety, students will be kept indoors.  

 

When an extreme cold weather alert is issued by the Niagara Region, everyone must ensure that they are 
dressed appropriately for the cold weather.  These alerts do not necessarily mean that students will stay 
inside, however, the temperature will be monitored before a decision is made.  If the decision to send chil-
dren outside is made, the principal will equip yard supervision staff with walkie-talkies so that they can 
communicate with the office to sound the bells to bring students in earlier. 

 

If you have any questions about our inclement weather procedures, please visit our website www.dsbn.org, 
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Grapeview School Council 

Next Meeting is Tuesday, February 28th at 6:00pm in the Learning Commons! 

All Parents and Community Members are welcome!! 

Kids Are Sweet Enough Without Added Sugar 

 

The Niagara Healthy Kids Community Challenge (www.healthykidsniagara.ca) has teamed up with communities across 

Ontario to launch the Water Does Wonders Pledge Campaign. Why Pledge?  To be part of the solution! Kids are drinking 

way too many sugary drinks, which has a negative impact on their health, their teeth, and their minds. We can all help by 

making water easier to access and by not serving sugary drinks to children. By taking the pledge, you are affirming your 

commitment to improved health for our kids.  

 

Sign the pledge at www.waterdoeswonders.ca! 

 

If you choose to be recognized, your family will be featured on our Hall of Pledges.  Your pledge will also help Niagara 

earn Top Community status on the Hall of Pledges. 

 

http://www.healthykidsniagara.ca
http://www.waterdoeswonders.ca

